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ABSTRACT

The study envisages the use of short stories to enrich the vocabulary acquisition of elementary school students
through the deployment of strategies with the help of dictionaries. The study aims to improve the vocabulary
acquisition of elementary school students by suggesting suitable materials appropriate for their age, interest, and
vicinity. Vocabulary learning strategies with the help of dictionaries have significantly influenced vocabulary
acquisition in elementary school students. Thus, the study utilizes dictionary learning strategies from "Effective
Language Teaching Practices" as a technique to be deployed while short stories reading to create awareness
among the students about the new vocabulary and content encountered in reading. Therefore, the study suggests
effective teaching methods to utilize dictionary learning strategies while reading short stories to improve the
vocabulary learning of students.

Keywords:- Vocabulary, Short Stories, Language, Strategies, Dictionary

Introduction

Vocabulary development is a cornerstone of literacy acquisition and academic success. In the
elementary school years, students experience rapid vocabulary growth, laying the foundation
for lifelong reading comprehension and communication skills. Traditional vocabulary
instruction approaches, however, frequently fail to interest pupils and build a deep knowledge
of new terms. This research suggests a different approach: using short stories to supplement
vocabulary development in elementary kids/students.

Literature Review

The significance of vocabulary knowledge for reading comprehension, academic success, and
cognitive development has been repeatedly demonstrated by research (Cunningham &
Stanovich, 1998). Larger vocabulary students typically perform better on reading and writing
tasks, according to studies (Nagy & Herman, 1987). But many elementary school pupils find
it difficult to learn new words, especially those from underprivileged homes who don't have
much opportunity to interact with people who speak different languages (Hart & Risley,
1995).

According to Nagy and Scott (2000), traditional vocabulary instruction methods frequently
rely on isolated drills and rote memorization, both of which can be time-consuming and
ineffective. These teaching strategies fall short of giving students the essential context and
meaningful exposure to new words, which makes it more difficult for them to understand and
remember them.
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Short Stories As A Viable Tool

Comparing to the traditional methods, short stories provide very unique and engaging way to
enhance the vocabulary among elementary students. Short stories usage for vocabulary
acquisition can emerge several advantages:

Context Based Learning: Short stories are string up with new words with a meaning
full narrative, permitting learners to explore the variety of their usage and modulation in
different context. This contextualised learning aid comprehension and vocabulary
retention as its foundation.

Motivation and engagement: Usually short stories are amusing and delightful for
elementary kids which makes them curious and motivate them to new words. Short
stories also ensures sustain engagement which leads to indelible motivation resulting in
better learning outcomes.

Expansion of vocabulary: Short stories are abundant with wide variety of vocabulary
comprising of synonyms, antonyms and figurative languages. Students’ lexical repertoire
is expanded and their communication skills are improved by this exposure.

Cultural understanding: Students' exposure to a variety of viewpoints and worldviews
through short stories from various cultures can enhance their comprehension of language
and cultural quirks. This cross-cultural understanding can promote tolerance and empathy.

Strategies for Implementation

Educators can use a variety of ways to effectively use short stories for vocabulary
development:

Engaging Thematic Stories: In order to increase vocabulary, include stories centred on a
certain theme or topic that resonates with students' interests and that they find relatable.
This will help students to build a cohesive understanding of diverge range words in
context.

Pre-Reading Activities: Make acquainted with key vocabulary words and their definition
and context before reading the story helps students anticipate their usage and facilitates
comprehension.

Vocabulary Journals and Word Cards: Encouraging students to maintain a personal
vocabulary journals by noting down new words encountered while reading stories and
also students can create word cards with definition and circulate with their classmates.

Writing Assignment: Educators can assign writing task that require students to

incorporate newly learned vocabulary by asking the to create own story by using new
words or ask them to retell the story including words they learned.
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Word-of-the-Day Ritual: To promote curiosity and on-going learning, instructors can
introduce a daily ritual of sharing and discussing a new word

Integration of Short Stories and Dictionary Strategies

This study proposes a pedagogical approach that integrates dictionary learning strategies into
the reading of short stories. The approach involves the following steps:

Choosing Appropriate Stories: Instructors should select short stories with rich
vocabulary and engaging narratives to capture their interest while keeping their age group
as priority.

Active Reading Activities: Educators should engage students in discussion, vocabulary
hunts, and help them to find difficult words while narration and enact based on stories.

Context Clues: Encourage students to identify and predict about the meaning of new
words from the context clues given within the short story that indicate the definition of
the word.

Word Logs: Motivate students to retain a word log where they have to write down the
words encountered in the short stories in which they can make different columns for
definition, sample sentences, synonyms, and antonyms.

Discussion and Application: To reinforce the new words, educators should initiate class
discussion referring to the story, involving students to use new words in their regular
conversation.

Dictionary Learning Strategies

Dictionary learning strategies can further enhance vocabulary acquisition in conjunction with
reading short stories. By providing students with the tools to independently explore and
analyse word meanings, dictionaries empower them to become self-directed learners. The
framework of "Effective Language Teaching Practices" identifies various dictionary learning
strategies that can be effectively implemented within the context of short story reading. These
strategies include:

Alphabetical Order Practice: Teach students about alphabetical order and guide them
finding words in the dictionary. This will help them to find meaning of difficult words
while using dictionary.

Parts of Speech Identification: Teach students how to identify the parts of speech like
Noun, Verb, Adjective e.t.c associated with words in dictionary.

Multiple Meaning: Teach students the various meaning of one word, ask them to read
through each definition and understand the usage of the word in multiple contexts.
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Sample Sentences: Show students the sample sentences which illustrates how one word
is used in multiple contexts. This will provide them a clear understanding of word’s
meaning.

Synonyms and antonyms: Expand vocabulary by exploring synonyms and antonyms of
key words. This fosters a deeper understanding of relationship of the word with the

context.

Regular Dictionary Exercises: Incorporate regular dictionary exercises to reinforce these
skill by assigning task that requires use of dictionary.

Learning with Recreational Methods

Engaging elementary school students in activities for enhancing their vocabulary acquisition,
which can make learning process fun. These activities include:

Vocabulary games: integrate vocabulary games within the storytelling sessions, making
learning enjoyable and reinforcing word meaning in a playful manner. Introducing word
games & puzzles that require dictionary use, this makes learning vocabulary more
enjoyable and interactive for elementary students. games like crossword, puzzles,
scrabble, boggle or vocabulary bingo.

Interactive Apps: explore educational apps designes in such a way that focuses on
vocabulary building through games and quizzes for elementary students.

Word maps: develop word maps to visually represent relationship between new words,
their meanings, and usage in context of short stories.

Peer Collaboration: Encourage students to work together to explore unfamiliar words.
Collaborative efforts can include dictionary consultations and discussions on word
meanings.

Visual Aids: Supplement stories with visual aids, such as books with illustrations, comic

books to reinforce understanding and connect words to images.

Expected Outcomes and Conclusion

This study anticipates that combining short stories with dictionary learning strategies will
result in significant improvements in elementary school students' vocabulary acquisition. This
study intends to contribute to the field of education by providing educators with appropriate
teaching techniques and tools to help students improve their vocabulary. This strategy may
empower students to become confident and effective communicators by instilling a love of
reading, providing students with dictionary skills, and encouraging self-directed study. Short
stories are an effective and enjoyable way for elementary students to improve the

385|Conference Proceedings



UHAMKA International Conference on ELT and CALL (UICELL)
Jakarta, 14-15 December 2023

development of their vocabulary. Short stories can greatly enhance students' literacy
development and academic performance by offering a contextually rich learning
environment, boosting motivation and engagement, and introducing students to different
terminology. Educators may enable students to become independent learners and confident
communicators by implementing these tactics into their teaching practices.
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